Statement: Extensions to Panelboard plant at Mount Gambier by unknown
Archived at the Flinders Academic Commons:
http://hdl.handle.net/2328/27231
This is a scan of a document number DUN/Speeches/3105
in the Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
http://www.flinders.edu.au/library/info/collections/special/dunstan/
Title:
Statement: Extensions to Panelboard plant at Mount Gambier
Please acknowledge the source as:
Dunstan Collection, Flinders University Library.
Identifier: DUN/Speeches/3105
© Copyright Estate Donald Allan Dunstan
Date....N.P.V.ember ..§. 1.9 76.... State Administration Centre, 
Victoria Square, Adelaide, 
Embargo South Australia 5001 
227 2688 
EXTENSIONS TO PANELBOARD PLANT AT MOUNT 6AMBIER 
The P remier , Mr. Dunstan, today inspected extensions valued a t more than 
^ $ 1 . 3 m i l l i o n at the Panelboard p lan t at Mount Gambier. . 
Mr. Dunstan was shown over the p lan t by the Chairman of Panelboard, 
Mr. David Cubbs, the company's general manager, Mr. Bob Gawne and the 
manufacturing manager, Mr. Ken Jones . 
The new equipment i s concentrated in three product ion processes - the wood 
prepara t ion a rea , the laminat ing area and the sanding l i n e . 
The new equipment fo r wood prepara t ion w i l l add cons iderab ly to the 
e f f i c i e n c y of p a r t i c l e board manufacturing because i t a l lows much grea te r 
use of waste timber and r es idues , and i t converts mate r i a l such as 
shav ings , s lab and chips i n to raw mate r i a l fo r p a r t i c l e board products . 
The Premier sa id the new process was a very s i g n i f i c a n t development 
^ : o n s i d e r i n g tha t u n t i l a few years ago near l y a l l of those res idues would 
have been l e f t in the f o r e s t , dumped or burnt . 
One new chipping machine which can handle up to 14 tonnes of raw mater ia l 
an hour i s a l ready working and the second should be f i n i s h e d w i t h i n the 
next few weeks. 
In the laminat ing area a new f o i l l aminat ing l i n e has been i n s t a l l e d , 
a f t e r extens ive research in to the needs of f u r n i t u r e makers and i s among 
the most advanced of i t s kind in A u s t r a l i a , operat ing four times f a s t e r 
t h a n t h e o r i g i n a l l i n e . 
New sanding equipment has been i n s t a l l e d which provides a be t t e r s e r v i c e 
for p a r t i c l e board and a lso reduces a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n . 
The Premier to ld Panelboard employees during the v i s i t tha t the work 
being done in the f a c to r y showed the great t e chn i ca l and manufacturing 
s k i l l s . o f the South A u s t r a l i a n timber i ndus t r y . 
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" I n the South East we have a resource which i s being developed j o i n t l y 
by the Government and p r i v a t e companies, and the work that I have seen 
-here today i s t y p i c a l of the great s k i l l which has been b u i l t up in the 
[South East over the y ea r s . 
"The f o r e s t r y indus t ry r e l i e s on the Government fo r i t s raw ma te r i a l s 
and the Woods and Fores ts Department has shown tha t Government undertakings 
are e f f i c i e n t and suc ces s fu l . 
"The timber process ing indust ry in the South East would not e x i s t i f i t 
w.as not f o r a very l a rge amount of Government money being used to ensure 
-the supply of raw m a t e r i a l s . 
"The Government has done t h i s because i t be l i e ves tha t the community, 
through i t s Government, must take an a c t i v e r o l e in ensur ing tha t secure 
jobs are made a v a i l a b l e in country towns and tha t the standard of 
l i v i n g i s c o n t i n u a l l y improved by br ing ing new indus t ry to the country 
and by expanding e x i s t i n g i n d u s t r y " . 
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The Premier , Mr. Dunstan, today inspected extensions valued at more than 
^ $ 1 . 3 m i l l i o n at the Panelboard p lant at Mount Gambier. 
Mr. Dunstan was shown over the p lan t by the Chairman of Panelboard, 
Mr. David Cubbs, the company's general manager, Mr. Bob Gawne and the 
manufacturing manager, Mr. Ken Jones . 
The new equipment i s concentrated in three product ion processes - the wood 
prepara t ion a rea , the laminat ing area and the sanding l i n e . 
The new equipment fo r wood prepara t ion w i l l add cons iderab ly to the 
e f f i c iency of p a r t i c l e board manufacturing because i t a l lows much grea te r 
use of waste t imber and r es idues , and i t converts mate r i a l such as 
shav ings , s lab and chips i n to raw mater ia l f o r p a r t i c l e board products. 
The Premier sa id the new process was a very s i g n i f i c a n t development 
^ c o n s i d e r i n g tha t u n t i l a few years ago near ly a l l of those res idues would 
have been l e f t in the f o r e s t , dumped or burnt . 
One new chipping machine which can handle up to 14 tonnes of raw mater ia l 
an hour i s a l ready working and the second should be f i n i s h e d w i th i n the 
next few weeks. 
In the laminat ing area a new f o i l l aminat ing l i n e has been i n s t a l l e d , 
a f t e r extens ive research i n to the needs of f u r n i t u r e makers and i s among 
the most advanced of i t s kind i n ; A u s t r a l i a , operat ing four times f a s t e r 
than the o r i g i n a l l i n e . 
New sanding equipment has been i n s t a l l e d which prov ides a be t t e r s e r v i c e 
for p a r t i c l e board and a lso reduces a i r and noise p o l l u t i o n . 
The Premier to ld Panelboard employees during the v i s i t tha t the work 
being done in the f a c to r y showed the great t e chn i ca l and manufacturing 
s k i l l s of the South A u s t r a l i a n timber i ndus t r y . 
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" I n the South East we have a resource which i s being developed j o i n t l y 
by the Government and p r i v a t e companies, and the work tha t I have seen 
h:ere today i s t y p i c a l of the great s k i l l which has been b u i l t up in the 
FSou'th East over the yea r s . 
"The f o r e s t r y indus t ry r e l i e s on the Government fo r i t s raw ma te r i a l s 
and the Woods and Forests Department has shown that Government undertakings 
a r e e f f i c i e n t a n d s u c c e s s f u l . 
"The timber process ing indust ry in the South East would not e x i s t i f i t 
was not fo r a very l a rge amount of Government money being used to ensure 
•the supply of raw m a t e r i a l s . 
"The Government has done t h i s because i t be l i e ves tha t the community, ^ 
through i t s Government, must take an a c t i v e r o l e in ensur ing tha t secure 
jobs are made a v a i l a b l e in country towns and tha t the standard of 
l i v i n g i s c o n t i n u a l l y improved by br ing ing new indust ry to the country 
and by expanding e x i s t i n g i n d u s t r y " . 
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